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Every year, every week, 
every day our unsung 
heroes work tirelessly 
to deliver the vision of 
Fight Cancer Foundation; 
to give cancer patients 
a second chance of life.  
We dedicate this year’s 
report to the wonderful 
people who give hope and 
save lives every day.
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A message from  
Fay Duncan, President
& Eric Wright,  
Managing Director  

013 has been a terrific year for 
our Foundation.  We have seen 
some of our major projects 

come to life – such as the opening of 
Hilltop, our Albury Wodonga Patient 
and Carer Accommodation Centre, 
in March.  

It was a year to review our current 
programs and see how we can grow 
in order to support even more people 
living with cancer and other life 
threatening illnesses.

Our partnership with The Royal 
Children’s Hospital and the Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead continued 
to grow through our Youth and 
Education Programs.  In 2014, we 
hope to expand these programs into 
more hospitals around Australia. 

Working in partnership with The 
Royal Melbourne Hospital, we 
were also pleased to launch our 
first Grants in Aid in October.   

These special $25,000 Grants are 
designed to give PhD graduates 
the opportunity to extend their 
PhD research to build larger 
proposals which will support 
the ultimate goal of finding a 
cure for blood cancers and other  
blood disorders.

This year we met some inspiring 
people, including Angie Jackman and 
her two year old son Wilson. Wilson 
needed a cord blood transplant 
to live. The Jackman’s stayed at 
BMDI Rotary House in Melbourne 
and Wilson made a full recovery.  
Angie then went back to Bendigo 
and raised $12,000 through her own  
Pop-Up Shop for the Foundation. 

We also met Kelly and Ally – two 
passionate young women from 
Albury who wanted to do their part 
to help the fundraising appeal for 
Hilltop.  They started a group called 
‘Chicks Walk for a Cause’ to raise 

$10,000 by undertaking the Camino 
de Santiago Walk–a five week, 780 
kilometre trek from France across the 
top of Spain.  They raised $32,000!

We were thrilled to see Footy Colours 
Day grow to its biggest day ever, with 
an estimated 500,000 Australians 
taking part to support us to raise more 
than $500,000. It was a great example 
of how small actions can make a  
big difference. 

2013 represented a year for 
community. This annual report is 
for the people who have inspired 
and enriched our lives and who 
have made a difference in the fight  
against cancer. 
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Fay Duncan, 
honoured for a lifetime 
of fighting cancer

ight Cancer Foundation 
was established by people 
determined to make a 

difference.  Fay Duncan is a founding 
member of Fight Cancer Foundation 
which was formed by a small group 
of concerned parents as the Bone 
Marrow Donor Institute in 1989.   
Fay and her ‘team’ were instrumental 
in establishing the Australian 
Bone Marrow Donor Registry and 
the BMDI Cord Blood Bank and 
many other support programs, 
including the welcome respite of 
accommodation centres for regional 
patients who need to be near major  
treating hospitals. 

Fay’s involvement has been crucial 
to the establishment and expansion 
of this charity that provides hope and 
a second chance of life to patients 
living with cancer.

In 1991 Fay played the leading role 
in assuming responsibility for a 

project to build office space and 
research laboratories for Fight 
Cancer Foundation.  The Capital 
Appeal Committee was launched 
and ultimately raised more than 
$3.5m to complete this project in 
1993.   Today the Rotary Bone Marrow 
Research Centre is still home to 
Fight Cancer Foundation, with the 
laboratory space gifted to The Royal  
Melbourne Hospital.

In 2001, Fay chaired a steering 
committee to successfully establish 
the viability of the ‘Back on Track’ 
program.  During this period Fay 
also served on the ‘Accommodation 
Centre Appeal Committee’ which 
raised $4m to establish Fight Cancer 
Foundation’s first accommodation 
centre, BMDI Rotary House in North 
Melbourne which opened in 2003, 
followed by John Opie House in 
Hobart in 2008 and Hilltop in Albury 
in 2013.  

Fay’s contribution laid the foundation 
for the growth of Fight Cancer 
Foundation into a leading Australian 
charity.  Her entrepreneurial talent 
has been crucial in raising the 
profile and awareness of Fight  
Cancer Foundation.

Fay has engaged an extensive 
network of supportive volunteers, 
including Patrons Deborra-lee 
Furness and Hugh Jackman who 
play a key role in promoting Fight  
Cancer Foundation. 

In 2013, Fay was recognised by the 
prestigious Columbia University 
Medical Center in New York for 
her outstanding dedication over 
many years to improving the lives of 
patients with leukaemia and other 
blood cancers.

Fay was also honoured in New 
York by the United States-based 
Gabrielle’s Angel Foundation at their 

annual Angel Ball in October 2013 as 
a tribute to her many years of hard 
work in developing and delivering 
vital support programs and funding 
major research projects for cancer 
patients and their families.

Under Fay’s Chairmanship, the next 
phase in the life of Fight Cancer 
Foundation will see a growth in 
regional accommodation centres, 
collaboration with key researchers 
into leukaemia and other blood 
cancers, young students achieving 
their study and life goals and the 
growth of support services and 
programs - always towards the target 
of improving outcomes for people 
living with cancer.



n July 2013, Director Leonie 
Walsh was announced as the 
new Lead Scientist for Victoria by 

The Minister for Innovation, Services 
and Small Business, Louise Asher 
who stated that connections between 
Victoria’s scientific and research 
community and industry would be 
enhanced with this engagement. 

As Lead Scientist, Leonie works 
closely with key scientific roles 
in agencies from within Victoria 
and around Australia to provide 
strategic advice across the whole of 
Government on issues impacting on 
Victoria’s future. 

Leonie is responsible for fostering 
linkages across the innovation 
value chain, including industry 
groups, academic organisations 
and other publicly and privately 
funded science and technology 
based organisations.  In addition, 

she will promote awareness in the 
community of the importance of 
science, technology and innovation in 
the state’s future economic, social and  
environmental wellbeing. 

Following a bone marrow transplant 
in 1989, Leonie joined Fight Cancer 
Foundation in 1992 as a Director.  
She has accumulated more than 25 
years of experience in technology 
leadership roles with multi-national 
companies such as Visy, Henkel and 
Dow Chemical.

Leonie is the current Honorary 
President of the Australasian 
Industrial Research Group and in 
that role has lead the development 
of new models for collaboration 
between small to medium enterprise 
and researchers and established 
international collaborations through 
a new World Federation of Industrial 
Research Associations.

Leonie is also a non-executive 
Director of the Australian Bone 
Marrow Donor Registry.

“Leonie is an amazingly dedicated 
and committed scientist and we are 
delighted she has been bestowed 
with this honour,” said Fight Cancer 
Foundation Managing Director  
Eric Wright.

“I am delighted that Ms Walsh 
will be engaged in the role of Lead 
Scientist, given her experience in the 
management and commercialisation 
of research and her understanding 
of the importance of science and 
technology in driving business 
innovation and future success,” said 
Ms Asher.

Leonie Walsh, Lead 
Scientist for Victoria
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BO BEAR’S
BEST FRIEND

MCG BALLOON
LAUNCH

462
DAYS8

We want to send our love and 
congratulations to SOPHIE … who we 
know is being honoured tonight for the 
enormous contribution she has made 
for many years.  

We are hoping we still might be able 
to get you into the BO BEAR outfit 
Sophie - Just for old times sake!

HUGE CONGRATULATIONS
TO YOU SOPHIE.
With Love

Deb  Hughand



Saying thank you to 
Sophia Elliott 

ophia joined the Bone Marrow 
Donor Institute in 1990 and 
has been a Director since 

1991. During this time, Sophia has 
worked passionately as a volunteer, 
employee and director and we take 
this time to say thanks.

With a 35 year career in advertising, 
marketing and PR, Sophia has been 
actively involved with all our major 
fundraising events and organisation 
milestones.   She was committed to 
establishing a bone marrow donor 
registry in Australia and developing 
the BMDI Cord Blood Bank and 
was integral in the fundraising 
behind our office space and 
research laboratories at The Royal  
Melbourne Hospital.

When Fight Cancer Foundation’s 
mascot Bo Bear made his first 
appearance in 1994 to encourage 
Australians to join the Bone Marrow  
Donor Registry, Sophia was working 

full-time outside the organisation, but 

still came in after work every night, sat 

in the office and packed thousands 

of Bo Bears AND organised to send 

Bo Bear radio commercials around 

Australia—raising hundreds of 

thousands of dollars.  

For the past 22 years, Sophia has also 

been a member of the organising 

committee for the Red Ball and came 

up with the name ‘Red Ball’.

Through the 90’s Sophia’s creativity 

spurred a wave of fundraising ideas 

including a promotional balloon 

launch at the MCG - one balloon 

was found all the way over in New 

Zealand!  Sophia was also involved 

in the support and fundraising for our 

first accommodation centre, BMDI 

Rotary House in 2003 and our newest 

accommodation centre; ‘Hilltop’ in 

2012, Sophia also came up with the 

name of ‘Hilltop’.

In 2002, the Lap for Leukaemia was 
held simultaneously in Brisbane, 
Sydney and at Crown in Melbourne.  
It was a star –studded event which 
saw celebrities such as Eddie 
McGuire, Ian Botham, Simon 
Madden, Dermott Brereton, 
Cathy Freeman Dean Jones and  
Deborra –lee Furness walking on 
treadmills for sponshorship. 

Sophia pioneered the charity walk 
concept back in 2003, when Dean 
Jones walked from Sydney to 
Melbourne—as did Sophia—arriving 
at the MCG on Day One of the Boxing 
Day Test.  David Boon, in 2004, walked 
from Melbourne to Bellerive Oval in 
Hobart —again so did Sophia. These 
two Walks followed the success of 
Ian Botham’s charity walks around 
Great Britain. 

When we outgrew our name, 
and became more than the Bone 
Marrow Donor Institute, we needed 

a new name. Sophia drove the 
project research and helped create 
the brand of which we are all  
so proud.

Sophia’s commitment together with 
her drive and determination, has seen 
Fight Cancer Foundation develop and 
deliver services to cancer patients 
and their families and support vital 
cancer research programs which 
enhance our quality of life.  
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Angie Jackman  
A Mother’s Story

Scott and Angie Jackman’s young 

son Wilson was diagnosed with a 

rare immune deficiency when he 

was just 18 months old.

Wilson first started to get 
sick with ear infections at 
just 12 weeks old.  I felt 

like I was going through a revolving 
door with doctors. Having trained as 
a nurse, I kept seeking answers for 
Wilson’s frequent illnesses.

I kept returning to various doctors, 
determined to find the answer. Finally 
at 18 months, my darling boy was 
diagnosed with a life threatening 
immune deficiency. There were 
only 300 cases diagnosed in the 
world and I had to stop myself from 
reading the frightening research on  
the outcomes. 

Wilson had no chance of survival 
without treatment and had a 
life expectancy of 12 months.  

Then we learned that the only 
treatment that could save Wilson 
was a bone marrow or cord  
blood transplant.

Each family member was tested.  

I was hopeful that one of us would be 

a match, but even his brother Harry 

failed to be a suitable match to save 

Wilson’s life. 

Our job was to ensure that Wilson 

was isolated and germ-free to 

reduce his risk of infection while 

the Australian Bone Marrow Donor 

Registry searched for a cord blood 

match for Wilson.

The next six months was an agonising 

waiting game. Both my husband and I 

had to stop work and I kept everyone 

at home, away from the risk of 

infection. Finally we received the call.  

In March we travelled from our home 

in Bendigo to Melbourne for Wilson’s 

life saving cord blood transplant.

There were times when I thought 
that Wilson might not make it. I will 
remember for the rest of my life 
where every night I would beg him 
to stay with me for just another 24 
hours. Because of Wilson’s condition 
we had to be within five minutes 
walking distance to the hospital 
and I will be forever thankful for the 
accommodation provided by Fight 
Cancer Foundation.

Today, four year old Wilson and 
older brother Harry are 
at school – our lives are 
returning to normal.

ja
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m
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It was this life-challenging event that 

helped Angie decide to raise funds 

for cancer support and research.  

Angie and ‘fashion’ partner and 

fellow cancer activist Janine Cugura 

opened a hugely successful three 

month ‘Pop Up Shop’ in Bendigo 

last September, showcasing vintage 

fashion and designer labels, and 

raised more than $12,000 for Fight 

Cancer Foundation. 

092
DAYS
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317
DAYS

Helen Murray 
Hilltop 
Albury/Wodonga

 I was fortunate to 
be offered the role 
of managing Hilltop, 

Patient and Carer Accommodation 
Centre  in Albury. I knew how 
beneficial this accommodation 
centre would be for patients and 
their carers who live outside  Albury/
Wodonga and jumped at the chance.

I love my job. The day to day 
responsibilities at Hilltop are many 
and varied and I enjoy the feeling 
that I can make someone else’s life a 
little bit easier whether it’s sourcing a 
portable bed for a child or just a chat 
in my office – my door is always open.

Each day can be so different. When 
guests call unexpectedly to book into 
Hilltop, I feel it is important they feel 
at ease so I always start with a tour 
of Hilltop - the rooms, the laundry the 
‘Hub’ common areas and explain the 
importance of signing in and out. 

I see the benefits of the ‘Hub’!  
It brings patients and their carers 

together and allows them to relax 
or enter into conversation with other 
guests and support each other in an 
unobtrusive and discreet manner.

Overall, Hilltop makes such a 
difference to so many lives and 
makes me think I 
have the best job in  
Albury/Wodonga.
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Samantha Kanizay
John Opie House 
Hobart

Vicki Rochester
BMDI Rotary House
Melbourne

I started working for 
Fight Cancer Foundation 
in 2009 for a few hours a 

week to help out at John Opie House 
in Hobart.  I then took over the role 
as House Manager in January 2010. 
Fight Cancer Foundation and the 
support that their accommodation 
centres provide have been close to 
my heart for more than 10 years.  

I experienced first hand the positive 
impact a support network can have 
on a family going through such a life 
changing experience. When my mum 
had a bone marrow transplant years 
ago we were welcomed warmly into 
the Fight Cancer Foundation family. 

When I come to work each day I am 

coming to my other home and the 

patients and their carers who stay 

at John Opie House are my second 

family.  Generally our House is short 

term accommodation, but more 

and more I am having patients and 

families stay for anything up to four 

months and the best thing about my 

work here is seeing their journey 
unfold, helping and guiding them.  I 
love it when they give me a call or 
send me a note to let me know how 
they are doing. 

Often when patients or carers arrive 
at the House it is for an emergency, 
so they are scared and confused 
and have no idea what is going to 
happen to them or their loved one. 
Many people like to sit and talk things 
through for a little while because 
they have not had the opportunity to 
process what is happening and they 
are on their own, away from other 
family and friends. 

I make sure they know that 
they are welcome to stay in the 
House as long as  
they need.

My husband Ian and I 
were residents of BMDI 
Rotary House in previous 

years. In appreciation of all the help 
and support we received during this 
time I wanted to give back through 
volunteering. I took on a volunteer 
part–time caretaking role for two 
years before becoming full–time 
manager early 2013.

I have been associated with Fight 
Cancer Foundation/Bone Marrow 
Donor Institute for 23 years and love 
being able to support and provide 
assistance to the residents when their 
lives have just been turned upside 
down.  They are lost, frightened, 
insecure and are finding it hard to 
take in all they have been told at 
such a rapid pace and understanding 
what is likely to happen during the 
time ahead, being separated from 
their families, not knowing anyone in 
Melbourne who can support them. 
This gives me great satisfaction to be 
able to sit with them to try and smooth 
out the issues.

On arrival there is paperwork to 
finalise and a house walk tour, 
a run through of house rules 
and the fire evacuation plan.  
On most occasions guests have 
been booked in through the 
hospital and have not seen the 
accommodation centre before.  
It can take a couple of hours for 
new guests to become settled and  
feel comfortable.   

The proximity of the 
accommodation centre to the 
major hospitals, the security 
for them and the car parking 
we provide are 
major factors 
in alleviating 
guests’ worries.
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In my standard scientific 
day I have any number of 
experiments that need to 

be completed, but it ALWAYS starts 
with a coffee.  I don’t think I have 
met a scientist yet who doesn’t have 
some form of mild caffeine addiction!

When I’m not in the lab I am usually 
reading journal articles, thinking of 
more experiments to conduct or out 
with my camera taking photos.  The 
problem with experimentation is that 
the more experiments I do that yield 
an answer to one question, five more 
questions arise. It is exciting, but 
it can be exhausting and knowing 
when to stop is the trickiest part.

The first thing I do scientifically every 
morning is to check my cells and 
make sure they are growing, dividing 
and becoming activated.  These form 
the basis of most of my experiments 
whether they are for in vitro or in vivo 
experiments, so if they fall over at 

any point I have to start again. Due 
to the nature of my cells and where 
they come from I try to maximize the 
number of experiments and amount 
of data I can get out of each cohort.  
At any one time I will be running 
approximately 3 or 4 experiments that 
complement each other.

Luckily with my branch of science 
(Cancer Immunology) I have a fair 
amount of incubation time and that 
allows me to fit in experiment write 
ups, more journal article readings, 
lunch or anything else I need to get 
done.  In the afternoon I use the 
large pieces of equipment that allow 
me to read the data such as the live 
video microscope or a Fluorescence-
activated cell sort (FACS) machine 
(which is a fancy way of saying I run 
the cells through a machine and sort 
them by different fluorescent tags).  

Approximately once or twice a week 
I get to kill cancer cells using my 

therapy.  This data always excites 
me because I’m trying to directly 
correlate this with what happens in 
patients.  Once these experiments 
have finished it is normally about 
3:30-4pm so another coffee is almost 
definitely warranted (and by this 
time deserved).  I usually have a 
coffee with Professor David Ritchie, 
Head of BMT and Deputy Director of 
Clinical Haematology, and my other 
supervisors, which makes for a great 
informal meeting for me to discuss 
any data that is coming through that 
I either may not understand or I get 
really excited over.

After this it is normally time to analyse 
the data and solidify any ideas 
that have come out from the day’s 
experiments, sometimes though I can 
fit in a small check FACS experiment 
to answer one of the 5 questions that 
arise if I still have the cells.   I will then 
plan a new experiment to either back 
up the days data, or an experiment 

that may be the next logical step. This 
normally occurs with the headphones 
on and some form of 70’s or 80s rock 
deafening my poor ears.

Unfortunately as a scientist it is not 
all about exciting experiments so 
at the end of the day I tend to do all 
my paper work such as writing up 
the experiments at length, writing 
sections of my papers, putting 
together power point talks or reports 
for the PhD milestones.

Inevitably I end up running out of 
work about 6:58pm to catch the 7pm 
train with a list of excuses as to why 
I’m yet again late home to my long 
suffering partner.

I tend to work fairly long days which 
have some big highs (when the 
experiments work) and lows (when 
they don’t), but worth every 
second of it.

Alexander Davenport
Research Scientist
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David is an Education Coordinator 

for the Back on Track program at The 

Children’s Hospital at Westmead.  

His two great passions in life are 

working with children and tackling 

sporting challenges. In 2013, he 

combined his two great passions for 

a worthy cause.

Running eight marathons 
in five months was a 
challenge, but it was 

nothing compared to the mammoth 
challenges the young people I work 
with every day have to endure. 

I completed a marathon in every 
state of Australia to raise money 
and awareness for the children and 
young people I work with through the 
Back on Track program.

Children can spend up to two years 
away from school while undergoing 
treatment for cancer. Back on Track 
ensures the educational social and 
welfare needs of children and young 

people in the program are met during 
cancer treatment as well as through 
the transition back to school.

My challenge started in the nation’s 
capital in April 2013 when I completed 
the Canberra Marathon, then moved 
on to Victoria to conquer the Great 
Ocean Road event followed by 
marathons in Perth, the Gold Coast, 
the Northern Territory, Adelaide and 
Ross in Tasmania, before finishing 
 in Sydney.  

Each day I am inspired by the children 
and young people I teach, and their 
families who are living through the 
stress and heartache of a cancer 
diagnosis and treatment. During my 
marathon challenge I often drew 
on the courage displayed by those 
families to push past those moments 
when it was all too much and my legs 
could have given in.

I am passionate about education, and 
believe all children should have the 

same access to schooling despite 
their personal challenges. I know it 
sounds clichéd, but I do 
what I do, and I did what 
I did for the kids.

ki
ng

480
DAYS

David King
Education Coordinator
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Linda and Sue’s  day begins at 

6:30am at The Royal Women’s 

Hospital when they check the 

weighing and refrigeration 

equipment, theatre list, emails, 

phone messages, and organise the  

delivery kits. 

“We love our jobs!  We 
can’t imagine doing 
anything else!” - Linda 

and Sue are cord blood nurses 
and teammates. Then we head 
to the maternity ward to visit the 
expectant mums, where we explain 
the cord blood donation program and 
hopefully recruit some mums-to-be.

Most women are very happy.  
They are willing and very pleased to 
know their donation might help save 
a life, says Linda.

As Linda heads off to theatre for a 
delivery, Sue continues to talk with 
the expectant mums and records 

the medical history of those donating 
their baby’s cord blood.  After the 
collection is made, Linda is back in 
her office weighing the cord blood, 
completing the documentation and 
preparing it to be sent for processing. 

She then heads to the recovery room 
to collect a blood sample from the 
new mum.  This sample is sent for 
analysis to confirm the state of health 
of mum at the time of delivery. 

The whole process begins again with 
the next delivery. This time it might be 
Sue in the delivery room collecting 
the cord blood.

At 4:40pm the courier arrives to 
collect the cord blood donations 
to be sent to the BMDI Cord Blood 
Bank at The Royal Children’s Hospital  
for processing.

Our day is over as soon as the 
donations leave for the cord blood 

bank, says Sue. Both Linda and I feel 
so privileged to do this job. 

The mums are so generous to allow 
us to share their special time and 
so committed to doing something 
that might just help save a life, adds 
Linda. We leave work happy knowing 
what we do can make a  
real difference.
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Since 1996–11,548 cords have 

been banked through the AusCord 

network of public cord blood banks 

and 484 cords have been released for 

transplantation providing children 

and adults with a second chance  

at life. 

Linda Chilcott  
& Sue Robinson
Cord Blood
Collection Nurses
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WOLVERINE

he Australian Premiere Charity 
Screening of The Wolverine 
in 3D, starring Fight Cancer 

Foundation’s Patron Hugh Jackman 
premiered in Australia on the eve of 
the international launch. 

The exclusive screenings were held 
in Melbourne and Sydney at Rivoli 
Cinemas in Camberwell and Event 
Cinemas in Sydney the day before 
the national release.  

Guests enjoyed a special message 
from Hugh Jackman and Deborra-
lee Furness and the opportunity to 
bid on exclusive Hugh Jackman 
memorabilia.  Proceeds from the 
Melbourne and Sydney events 
supported Fight Cancer Foundation’s 
lifesaving research programs.  

RED BALL 

n ice-cream truck in the 
foyer of the Crown Palladium, 
stunning salsa dancers, 

magnificent auction items and a star-
studded Red Carpet made this 21st 
Birthday a real extravaganza. 

Gold Logie award winning comedian 
Hamish Blake hosted the spectacular 
evening, with outstanding performers 
Katie Noonan, Liam Burrows and 
the Velvet Corporation providing the 
evening’s entertainment.

FOOTY COLOURS DAY

ooty Colours Day encourages 
Australians to unite, wear their 
favourite footy team’s colours 

and make a donation to help children 
and teens living with cancer. With 
a huge number of participants and 
events organised nationwide, the 
event raised a record $500,000 for 
Fight Cancer Foundation’s Education 
Support Programs in 2013. 

BREAKFAST FOR HOPE

he 9th annual Breakfast for 
Hope was held at stunning 
MONA – the Museum of 

Old and New Art - at the Moorilla 
Winery, Hobart.  Celebrity fashion 
entrepreneur and social superstar 
Brynne Edelsten was special guest 
and keynote speaker and delighted 
guests with her take on the world of 
celebrity.

This event raises community 
awareness and supports John Opie 
House, Fight Cancer Foundation’s 
accommodation centre in Murray 
Street.  John Opie House is a “home 
away from home” for Tasmanian 
patients and their families who 
need to travel to Hobart for ongoing 
medical treatment.
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THE TEAM FIGHT CANCER PROJECT

ight Cancer Foundation relies 

on the generous support of 

the community to achieve our 

goals and make a real difference to 

the lives and futures of people living 

with cancer. 

In 2013 The TEAM FIGHT CANCER 
Project, Fight Cancer Foundation’s 
community fundraising initiative 
was established to recognise and 
support the efforts of members of the 
community who fundraise for us.

We understand the dedication, 
motivation and commitment it takes 
to organise a function or participate 
in an active event, and connecting 
individuals under The TEAM FIGHT 
CANCER Project umbrella brings our 
supporters, whose goal is to beat 
cancer, together as TEAM.  

Whether you bake a cake or cycle 
the bay, together as a TEAM we can  
beat cancer.

CASE STUDY/STORY

MDI Rotary House resident 
Liz Osborne, joined by her 
daughters Belle and Bronny, 

braved the Melbourne weather on 
Sunday 13 October in support of her 
20 year old son Brock by participating 
in the Melbourne Marathon. 

Brock developed Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukaemia in 2011 and 
in 2013 had a bone marrow transplant.  
Brock’s family decided joining The 
TEAM FIGHT CANCER Project in 
support of Fight Cancer Foundation 
through the Marathon would be a 
positive step forward in facing their 
recent challenges. 

RECYCLE SHOPS

ur volunteers are a very 
important part of Fight Cancer 
Foundation family.  In May Eric 

Wright, Managing Director, and Fay 
Duncan, President, were invited to 
join our treasured volunteers from the 
Geelong and Drysdale Recycle Shops 

as they celebrated National 
Volunteers Week with a special 
morning tea. 

Every year Geelong shop manager 
and 2009 Fight Cancer Foundation 
Volunteer of the Year, Barb 
Speldewinde, together with Drysdale 
manager and 2011 Volunteer of the 
Year, Moya Hughes, gather their 
troops of 40+ dedicated volunteers 
and host a morning tea to celebrate 
their dedication and support of the 
shops and their commitment to Fight 
Cancer Foundation’s mission.

CHICKS WALK FOR A CAUSE

n early 2013, two amazing Albury 
locals Ally Bradley and Kelly 
Davis formed ‘Chicks Walk for a 

Cause’ and challenged themselves to 
participate in the Camino de Santiago 
Walk - a five-week, 780 kilometre trek 
from France across the top of Spain in 
July and August – to raise money  
for Hilltop. 

Originally with a target of $10,000, 

the ‘Chicks’ raised more than $32,000 
through a wide range of fundraising 
events including boot camps, movie 
nights and wine tours backed up with 
a huge outlay of public support.  

BISTRO THIERRY

ver the past five years, Bistro 
Thierry has donated more than 
$180,000 to help fight cancer, 

by staging an annual degustation 
dinner and donating the proceeds to 
Fight Cancer Foundation.

Toorak restaurateur Thierry Cornevin 
created  Dîner Rouge with the 
support of his food and wine suppliers 
and in 2013, produced a magnificent 
five-course degustation menu with 
complementary wines to the delight 
of his guests. 

 “I understand that cancer touches us 
all at some time in our lives and that 
up to 40,000 Australians die each year 
from cancer.  I have committed  to 
supporting Fight Cancer Foundation 
and I am thrilled the dinners have 

become sell-out successes and 
we have provided such substantial 
support.” said Thierry 

RIFF RAFF CLUB 

or 11 years, the elite Riff Raff 
Club has supported Fight 
Cancer Foundation through a 

selection of amazing annual lunches 
each December donating more than 
$250,000. In 2013, 120 people gathered 
at Sketch Docklands for an exclusive 
lunch of fine food and wine with a 
magnificent array of travel items 
auctioned – raising more than $50,000 
for BMDI Rotary House.  

Riff Raff Club founders Ian Merton and 
Paul Forbes are delighted to organise 
a first class, sell-out lunch each year 
and have now established a specific 
Riff Raff fund dedicated to supporting 
families at BMDI Rotary House who 
are facing financial difficulties.  

Community  
Support Events
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Eric, a Board Member since 1997 and 
Managing Director since 2006, has 30 years’ 
experience in the banking and finance 
industry with extensive experience 
in human resource management, 
sales management and project 
management. Eric is a member 
of the BMDI Cord Blood Bank 
Management Committee, Cord 
Blood National Management 
Committee and Australian Bone 
Marrow Donor Registry Donor 
Centre Advisory Committee

Fay is a founding member of Fight 
Cancer Foundation and held the 
position of Secretary from 1990 to 1992 
and 2001 to 2012.  Fay was Executive 
Director of the Bone Marrow Donor 
Institute from 1992 until her retirement 
in 2001. She previously held positions of 
Associate Director, Company Secretary 
and Administration Manager of several 
companies.  Fay is the Chairman of the 
Red Ball committee.

Appointed to the Board in 2008, Tony gained 
extensive experience in healthcare and 
technology at Accenture as Managing 
Partner for the healthcare practice in the 
Asia Pacific Region, and then overseeing 
Accenture Technology Ventures’ operations 
in Australia and Accenture’s Corporate 

Development in Australia and New 
Zealand. Tony is a member 

of the Australian Institute 
of Company Directors, CPA 
and Australian Institute of 
Management. 

Managing director David joined the Board in 1999 and was 
appointed Company Secretary in June 
2009. David became involved with BMDI 
after his son received a bone marrow 
transplant in 1996, and has special 
responsibility for the support groups.  
David is an Architect and provided 
project management advice for the 
construction of BMDI Rotary House.

Sophia has been a Board member since 
1991 and was appointed Director of 
Marketing and Development in 2007. 
Sophia has a 35 year career in 
advertising, marketing and PR and 
held positions of General Manager 
and Director of several private 
and public companies. She 
was also on the Committee 
of the AFA Business Forum 
of Victoria. 

president & chairman

vice president & director

director

company secretary & director

Director, Marketing &  
Business Development 

John is a Chartered Accountant and 
Certified Financial planner and has 
been a Board member since 1992.  
In 2003, John was appointed to the 
BMDI Cord Blood Bank Management 
Committee and was elected Chairman 
in 2004.  John also chaired the VMDI 
Audit Committee from 2005-2009.
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Katerina joined the Board in 2013. She 
is a senior IT and Change Management 
professional and works in the acute health 
sector area.  Her focus is analysis of Health 
Care strategies, identifying business 
and clinical processes, evaluating 
core priorities of an organisation and 
developing an implementation strategy 
based on present and 
future technologies 
which support safe 
and effective patient 
care and business 
outcomes. 
 

James was appointed Board 
member in August 2012, having 
joined the Development Board 
in 2008. James is a Business 
Development Executive and has 
been employed in a number of 
management roles including State 
Manager positions in Victoria and 
Tasmania. James is a Williamson 
Fellow and is also the Chair of the 
Williamstown Community and 
Education Centre.

Appointed to the Board in 2008, John 
is Managing Partner of Catalyst 
International, a specialist Marketing 
& Communications and Online group, 
and is a past National Board Director 
of the Advertising Federation of 
Australia and Chairman of the AFA 
Business Forum in Victoria.

Kylie is a management consultant 
specialising in the non-profit and 
education sectors, currently working 
with Teach For Australia. She provides 
strategic, stakeholder management 
and brand advice to a range of 
organisations.  She holds an MBA 
from the University of Melbourne. 
Her previous board positions include 
the Adult and Community Further 
Education board and the Victorian Art 
Deco Society.

Leonie is a management consultant 
specialising in commercialisation 
and new business start-ups in the 
technology sector.  Leonie underwent 
a bone marrow transplant in 1989 and 
after recuperating, joined the Bone 
Marrow Donor Institute Board from 
1992 to 1995.  Leonie re-joined the 
board in 2009.  She was appointed 
Victoria’s inaugural Lead Scientist in 
2013, a role which encourages great-
er connections between Victoria’s 
scientific and research community 
and industry.

Anthony, a Chartered 
Accountant, was appointed 
to the Board in 2010. He is an 
honorary financial adviser 
to the Royal Australasian 
College of Surgeons and 
honorary finance director 
of the Australian Print 
Workshop. Anthony also has 
a number of company board 
appointments. 

director

finance director & 
Internal Audit Committee 

director director

directordirector
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Branches & Shops

Sundry Income

Bank Interest

Donations & Bequests

Accommodation  
Centres Income

New South Wales  
State Government Grant

Trusts & Foundations

Special Events

Donations & Bequests 
Albury

Research, Grants & 
Expenditure

Youth Education

BMDI Cord Blood Bank

BMDI House Running Costs

Operating Expenses

Hobart House Running Costs

Albury Wodonga Accommodation 
Centre Project

Fundraising

Financial Summary 2013

The Combined surplus for the companies of 2013 was $161,321 (2012: $2,845,563). This major 
change in outcomes is largely due to the reduction of funding received on the completion of the 
Albury Accommodation Centre and the winding down of the associated public fundraising appeal.

Whilst the companies continued the pursuit of their objectives, a challenging economic climate 
impacted on the level of non-grant revenues notwithstanding the ongoing direct mail campaigns, 
which have maintained public awareness of our work.

The Albury Wodonga Accommodation Centre Project (Hilltop) was completed early in the year. 
The facility opened on 20 March 2013 for cancer patients (and their carers) attending Albury 
and Wodonga Hospitals for treatment. It has been due to the strong and continuing support 
of governments, regional Rotary, Lions and Zonta Clubs, other service and sporting clubs, 
businesses and individuals, that the project has been so successful. Hilltop is experiencing a 
strong and steady occupancy growth.

The full accounts for  Fight Cancer Foundation, Bone Marrow Donor Institute and Ovcare National 
Cancer Centre can be found on our website; www.fightcancer.org.au

Revenue

Expenditure



 2013 2012

$ $

REVENUE    

Branches and Shops 52,745 83,016

Donations & Bequests 735,922 982,657

Trusts & Foundations 244,697 330,591

Special Events 626,336 847,378

Income from Accommodation Centres 441,321 349,235

Sundry Income 7,590 1,380

Financial Income - Bank Interest 26,100 71,122

2,134,711 2,665,379

Capital Purpose Income - Albury Wodonga Accommodation Centre

Commonwealth Government Grant - 1,000,000

New South Wales State Government Grant 121,800 -

Donations & Bequests 486,593 1,593,372

608,393 2,593,372

TOTAL REVENUE 2,743,104 5,258,751

Combined Statement of Surplus or Deficit and Other 
Comprehensive Income Year Ended 31 December 2013

2013 2012

$ $                            

LESS OPERATING EXPENSES

Operating Expenses - Administration 328,123 366,701

Operating Expenses - Fundraising 653,738 487,165

Research Grants & Expenditure 192,724 304,310

BMDI Cord Blood Bank 194,484 208,994

BMDI House Running Costs 251,434 282,040

Hobart House Running Costs 201,429 206,444

Albury Wodonga Accommodation Centre Project 369,657 248,546

Youth Education 461,337 381,040

2,652,926 2,485,240

Surplus before share of associate surplus 90,178 2,773,511

Share of associate surplus (BMDI Cord Blood Bank) 71,143 72,052

Surplus for the year 161,321 2,845,563

Other Comprehensive Income: - -

TOTAL SURPLUS AND OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME 161,321 2,845,563
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2013 2012

$ $

ASSETS

Current Assets 

Cash and Cash Equivalents 1,091,514 1,344,218

Trade and other receivables 110,732 154,814

Net GST receivable 20,071 170,811

Total Current Assets 1,222,317 1,669,843

Non - Current Assets 

Property, Plant and Equipment 9,507,799 9,349,689

Investment in Associate – BMDI Cord Blood Bank 777,836 706,693

Total Non - Current Assets 10,285,635 10,056,382

TOTAL ASSETS 11,507,952 11,726,225

Combined Statement of Financial 
Position As At 31 December 2013

2013 2012

$ $

LIABILITIES

Current Liabilities 

Trade and other payables 155,163 571,207

Employee Entitlements 146,432 106,138

Total Current Liabilities 301,595 677,345

Non-Current Liabilities

Employee Entitlements 15,716 19,560

Total Non-Current Liabilities 15,716 19,560

TOTAL LIABILITIES 317,311 696,905

NET ASSETS 11,190,641 11,029,320

EQUITY

Accumulated Surplus 5,860,379 5,770,201

Reserves (and other equity interests) 5,330,262 5,259,119

TOTAL EQUITY 11,190,641 11,029,320
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Corporate Governance

Fight Cancer Foundation, Bone Marrow Donor Institute and Ovcare National Cancer Centre Boards meet 
monthly to formulate the strategic plan of the Group and monitor adherence to the plan. During 2013, the 
directors attended the following meetings.

Director Position Occupation No. eligible 

to attend

No. attended

F W Duncan Chairman Company Director 11 9

A C Hancy Deputy Chairman Company Director 11 7

D H Alsop Secretary Architect 11 11

K Andronis Director Company Director 2 1

E M Wright Managing Director Company Director 11 11

S J Elliott Director-Marketing &    
Business Development

Company Director 11 4

J C Barbour Director Chartered Accountant 11 9

J C Skinner Director Company Director 11 5

L K Walsh Director Management Consultant 11 7

A B Lewis Director/Honorary Finance Dirctor Chartered Accountant 11 8

K J Whittard Director Management Consultant 11 7

J Muller Director Business Development Executive 11 10

The Board has formed a number of sub-committees to consider specific areas of the Group’s activities. 
All Committees must have a member of the Board serving on them to ensure that the objectives set by the 
Board are fulfilled. In particular the Development Board, Audit Committee and Finance Committee assist 
the Board in ensuring that the organisation meets its objectives.

DEVELOPMENT BOARD

The Development Board provides input and recommendations into the strategic 
direction of the group and is a key part of the Board’s succession planning strategy. 
Members of the Development Board are Associate Directors:

K Thexton G Mitrevski  S Gildea A Horan

 V Godhino S Gildea K Nair

AUDIT COMMITTEE

The Group has an audit committee which reviews internal policies and procedures 
and meets with external auditors. The audit committee meets regularly and 
comprises:

D Mitchell B.EC, CA, IPAA G Mitrevski B.BUS, FCPA, MIIA, CIA

A Cinanni B.BUS (ACCTG), CA A B Lewis B.EC, FCA, FCPA, MAICD

FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Committee reviews accounting policies and procedures, forward budgeting 
and financial planning of the Group and provides the Board with guidance and 
recommendations. The Committee comprises:

 A B Lewis  BEc,FCA,FCPA,MAICD J Lonergan  B.Comm, CA    
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Asa Abbott

Aged Care Seminar Committee

Albury Based Hospital - Post 
Graduates

Geraldine Allen

Peter J Allen

Richard W Amor

N Amos

Angove Family Winemakers

AP Delaney & Co Pty Ltd

Apex Club of Cobram - Barooga

Apex Club of Finley

Australian Aerospace

Australian Lions Foundation

Australian Radio Network (ARN)

Auto Door Control Services

Auto Door Control Services Mildura

Babic Family

Baigents Pty Ltd

Ron & Jenny Bailey

Banyule Primary School

Susan  Barbour

Barooga Sports Club

John E Barry

Yvonne M Barton

Bayford Group

Cliff & Betty Benson

Berwick Pharmacy

Bistro Thierry

J Blackett-Smith

Graham Blashki

BMDI Breast Cancer  
Support Group

Rod Bogie

Michael & Angela Boquest

John L Brabant

Lina Brasacchio

Brickworks Building Products

Broken Hill Toyota & Mazda

Leo Browne

Bunbury Cathedral Grammar 
School

Jo Burrows

Camcare Charity Christmas Card 
and Gift Shop

John Camuglia

Canada Bay Club

Edna Carroll

CGU Insurance

Cheltenham Secondary College

City of Darwin Social Club

Cobham Aviation Services

Gabriele Collins

Combined Charities Christmas  
Card Shop

Commonwealth Bank of Australia - 
Community Grants

Community Enterprise Foundation

Bernard Cook

Thierry  Cornevin

Corowa Community Cancer 
Network

John Coughlan

CUA

Stuart Cumming

Danny  Curran

CWA of NSW - Murray Hut Branch

Justin Dallinger

Dampier Port Authority

DAP Constructions Pty Ltd

David Jones Structural Consultants

Alma Davis

Erik J de Haart

Jeanette De Montemas

Margaret Dedera

Jozette Dellemain

Nathan Dellios

Department of FaHCSIA   
Volunteer Grants Section

Justine Dobbs

Alan & Heather Dobson

Lynette  Dodd

Dorma Doors

Ray & Isabel Dunstan

Dyldam Developments Pty Ltd

EC&M Limited

Brynne  Edelsten

John & Jane Edwards

Lyn Elford

Elite Appliances Hobart

Sophia Elliott

Greg J Embleton

Estate of the Late Tanya Lea

Exchange Hotel

Fastener Specialists (NSW) 
 Australia Pty Ltd

FCF Geelong Branch

FCF Maryborough Branch

FCF Swan Hill Branch

FCF Swan Hill Branch Volunteers

FCF Geelong Branch

FCF Maryborough Branch

FCF Recycle Shop  
Drysdale Volunteers 

FCF Recycle Shop  
Geelong Volunteers 

Finley Community Help Group

Focus Engineering & Construction

Paul Forbes

Sharon Ford

Shaun Ganey

Ivor Gaylard

GB Galvanizing Service Pty Ltd

Geelong Combined Charities Shop

Stuart & Libby Gilchrist

Sarah  Gildea

Vinita Godinho

Peter Gosney

Great Expectations Foundation 
Limited

Greyhound Australia

Marion C Hagston

John Hancock

J B Hancox

Lynette A Hardie

Scott Harrison

Helen Macpherson Smith Trust

Brenda  Henderson

Mary Hill

Holbrook/Culcairn Cancer Support 
Group for Women

Amit Holckner

Moya  Hughes 

Lilian I Hutchings

Yann Ling Hwang

ICS Industries Pty Ltd

Margaret R Illman

Industrial Hydraulic Services

Natalie Irvine
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Angie Jackman

Jacob Toyota

Geoff Jacobs

Joe White Bequest

Kerry Johns

Joss Group

K & R Dental Services

Joe  Kanizay

Samantha Kanizay

Anastasios Katopodis

Kiwanis Club of Deniliquin

Andrey & Olga Kononchuk

John La Rosa

Lamont Books

Landmark Albany

Landmark Corrigin

Lavington Panthers

Lavington Panthers Cricket Club

Ken J Lawford

Lawler Draper Dillon Chartered 
Accountants

Jack Lebel

P M Lee

Anthony B & Helen M Lewis

B Lewis

Arvid G Linde

Linear

Lions Club of Berrigan

Lions Club of Strathmerton

Lions Club of Tocumwal & District

Lions Club of Wodonga

Lions Club of Yarrawonga

Lions Cord Blood Bank  
Foundation

Gwendolen Lloyd

Lojac Civil

Lucy Morton Photography

David & Frances Luxon

Alison MacDougall

Avis Macphee

Fatima Malkoc

Julia Mann

Eric Margetts

Michael Margolin

Martin’s Travel Group

Margaret J Matthews

Andrew Mazaris

Mazaris Electrical 

John & Norma McBrien

Kathleen McDonald

Ross H & Laurel J McRae

Rosslyn E McWhirter

Colin & Jocelyn Mead

Mentone Grammar School

Mereweather Heights Public School

Miller & Partners

Miller Crawford Accounting 
Services Pty Ltd

Milthorpe Transport

Mitcham Primary School

Goran Mitrevski

MONA

Moonbi Public School

Colleen Morell

Mornington Community  
Information and Support Centre

Cameron Morris

Mount Lilydale Mercy College

Mount Scopus Memorial College 
Gandel Besen House

Mudgeeraba Bowls Club

Helen Murray

Ian Murton

N & S Olivieri Pty Ltd

NAB - Eaglehawk Branch

Krishna Nair

Nando’s Australia Pty Ltd

Newman’s Own Foundation

Kate Nicholls

Lavinia Nolan

Norman A Boyd & Associates

Carolyn A O’Byrne

Kwai Lin  Opie

Our Lady of Mercy College

Wayne  Palmer

Panthers Group

George & Ida Papadimitriou

Diana Politi

Jim Poyner

PPD Australia Pty Ltd

Margaret Prentice

Olivia Quinn

Wendy Ralph

Reece Plumbing Smithfield

Reece Plumbing Wallsend

Riff Raff Club

Robco Building Maintenance Pty Ltd

Shey Rochester

Vicki Rochester

Adye G Rockliff

Ronald McDonald House Charities

Allan Ross

Michele Rossiter

Rotary Club of Albury

Rotary Club of Albury North

Rotary Club of Albury West

Rotary Club of Benalla

Rotary Club of Deniliquin

Rotary Club of Finley

Rotary Club of Henty

Rotary Club of Holbrook

Rotary Club of Mansfield

Rotary Club of Preston

Rotary Club of Tocumwal

Rotary Club of Yarrawonga/
Mulwala

RSL Berrigan Sub-Branch

Toni  Ruskin

Maria Russell

Michael Salter

Scania Australia

Roger Schnelle

Ray & Marie Schrembri

R & N Schulz

Tony & Robyn Schulz

Carmel  Scott

Joe Scuderi

Patricia M Semmens

Dianne Senior

John Shalit

Gregory & Miriam Shalit & Faine

C & J Shore

Katharine Sleeman

Anthony & Prue Smith

Jean L Smith

Peter Smith

Soroptimist International  
of Finley

Barb  Speldewinde 

Patricia  Spencer

Sporting Shooters Association of 
Australia (Vic)

Sportsbet.com.au

Spuds ‘R’ Us

M L & V M Squires

St Paul’s Primary School

Star Fruit

Strathfield Private Hospital

A Summerville

Lesley A Sutton

Tambrey Early Learning Centre

Tasmanian Community Fund

Tenison Woods College

The Albury SS&A Club Ltd

The Eirene Lucas Foundation

The G W Vowell Foundation Limited

The Malachowski Family  
Endowment 

The Neil Jenman Group Pty Ltd

The William Angliss (Victoria) 
Charitable Fund

Vin & Chris Thomas

Monica Tietjens

Tocumwal Golf Club

Top Gear

Towong Shire

Rod Tremayne

Trinos Opportunity Shop

Tumbarumba Shire Council

UGL Unipart

University of Canberra - SECCS 
& The Lighthouse Pub

Daniel & Olivia van der Molen

Juana Van Leeuwen

Deborah M Varden

Elizabeth Velevska

Helen  Wakeling

Kellie-Anne  Wall

Philippa B Walsh

Gabby  Walters

Wangaratta Combined  
Service Clubs

Allan Ward

Laurence Ware

Stephen Wargula

Beryl Weidner

Dianne M Weir

Weir Minerals Australia Ltd

Michael Weitnauer

Clydea Wellington

Weston Precast Pty Ltd

Wests Ashfield Leagues

Enid Williams

Wisewould Mahony Lawyers

Jenny Wong

Ruby Po-Lan Woo

Woodside - King Bay Supply Base

Woolworths Area 309

Woolworths Petrol Area 1.3

Stan & Patricia Wurst

Xen

XL Fruit & Vegetables Pty Ltd

Zonta Club of Albury-Wodonga
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Fight Cancer Foundation appreciates the generous 
contributions made by the following companies to the 
design, artwork and printing of this Annual Report:

Postal Address

Locked Bag AAA
PO Carlton South VIC 3053
ABN 93 097 333 018

T: +61 3 9342 7888
F: +61 3 9342 7842
E: savealife@fightcancer.org.au
W: www.fightcancer.org.au

“We were  
 thrilled when 
he could finally 
go swimming 
and play in the 
swimming pool 
– just like the 
other kids”
Angie Jackman

Street Address

Rotary Bone Marrow Research Centre
1d Royal Parade Parkville VIC 3052
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